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An Introductory and Jurisprudential
Analysis of Human Milk Bank

AL

ABSTRACT:

Human Milk banks have been established in many parts of the
world. The main purpose of these banks is to save the babies’ lives
and to ensure that the newborn babies’ rights to breast milk are
fulfilled. Especially for the infants whose Mothers could not feed
them due to illness, lack of milk or lack of time.

The problem is that milk bank practices in the Western countries
contradict with the Islamic law whereby it may result in the
possibility of overlapping of the progeny (nasab) and selling the
organ of human, etc. The Muslim countries have been not
participating in these milk sharing activities because of these
religious issues. However, due to a critical need of breast milk in
hospitals, this article addresses these issues and the different
opinions of Islamic scholars and suggests ways to formulate a
proper model of milk bank that is compatible with the Islamic law
and to avoid further problems of nasab.

This study has two main objectives: firstly, to introduce Milk
Bank, causes of'its’ existence, method of collection and storage the
milk, the benefits of breastfeeding and the unpleasant effects of
Milk Banks. Secondly, to review some authoritative legal scholars’
opinions on the issue of milk bank and to recommend a proposal
on how to develop a milk bank in accordance with the Islamic law.
The study is expected to be able to recognize the issues of Milk
Bank, to make the people become aware of its side effects and
religious problem.

* Scholar, Dar-ul-Ifta, Jamia Dar-ul-Uloom, Karachi
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